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% ¢ . 'Ligbon, TFortugal
G “-July 10, 1941 °
Dear lFeople, o R Yo B ikt Wi ANyl

) Lest weok being & memorsbls one in'the pistory of the United
States we celebrsted at two American Colony perties, one at the Lin-
ister‘s lovely old mansion, and the other on board the coast guard =
ship in the harbor. Un the latter there wag lovaly free 'ice cream and -’

ceka, while at the former they gave oub free whigky, if you cared for -
it, I don't, Un the other hand Jones won't let ne e:it-cake for fear I
will get buttery and bouncy. Other then that the parties were fine, ov
er flowing with handsome' young men in white uniforms who were decora=
tive but who were not too brighit, and young women in sweet summer
dresseg, who were of course smart as whips as all ladieeg are, just ask
one. 1 have @ theory thot all militar§ snd navsl gents are stunted -
mentally, and while I might back cut ¢f my possition og far ag to say -
that perhaps it is not entirely true, I will maintain thet the general’
run of military men in any parl, of th¢ world have nige menners and
handsome faces but thry always leave their brains at home, if ab all,
The Portugese Naval officers were invited also, but no one spoke o s
them snd they spoke %o nl one except themselves. I felt very sgorry for
trem, Wé met some very nice peo;le, ' i e Wi “

‘There is unfortunately very little for uns to do in 'Lisbon, es-
pecisnlly sinca we have no house and esitabe %o pet one on scecount of ©
the expense, On the obher hand I am nearly dieing of (That's ' not how
you spell that word, is 1t? it doesn't look netural to me) boredom, I
migs the days ot 3intra when we were in a happy froup in the mountaineg
1iling.away the golden days in play, ete,atc. Lo molke mattars worse
they héve o funny socia eyémenrhere;:byJwééeh%xhowmadies;harﬂly aver
lesve their house, and when they do the gentlemen stare at them as i
though they had hever ceen & woman, but had read about them. The nice
sir-conditionel cafés were formerly patronized exclusively by mon,
but since the foreigners have come you see ladies in them now and thenl
1 am waging & one-woman campaign to pat them useg %o it, becanse I
dearly love to sit in a cafg'and weich the wolkd go by._l‘am'iapidly
acqouiring lady friends who want %o tebp in the good work. Yesterday
four of us braved the tender glapmes of the local boys and went down
town to have taa, not becsuse they aon't feod us in the Pansfo, but'
becsuce thare wes nothing whatever ¢ 9o, and the walk did us good,

is s mabter of fnet the men make mevery med, almost fighting med. _

" e went to the besch last tinday with' & boy from Iaris and a
frncn cirl-who has been here eight ninths., We all got fined a hundred
escudos for having indecent babthing suits! An indecent bothing suit is'
cne which iS'bOhsiiéred_yﬂrfect1y=a1_righb*in gny other portion of tie
civilized world , Here you mugt have o skirt thut comes down four cent
imetreg on your leg( and tney measud it right on the beseh if there X
is any doubt gbout the matter) you hst always wear a top if you are
o pentleran,.and, the ekirt businessbyplies to men ss'well as to
women, Last year a man went in swimgng with tails end a top hat, and
he wes fined for making fun of the pw, - vou see you crn't win,
= The latest pictures of thebaby were rushed to me by mother,
Unet sn enchanting beby she is, evel moré so than in the pictures
taken leet January! I heve two in H‘ﬂirrof. At :

We were takem sback that nmthing of world-shaking importance
should have happened since we hesrdgfrom you legt. rerhaps it isg all
to the good, sinece world shaking ewats areusgually of an unhappy

nsture. We thenk vou for yovr kind )fferg of help on the influenes
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front, and want to assure you that merely becnuse -onee has hooked hime
gelf & job there is no resson to suspeet that hecan't get a bebtter one
woth affort. However, may I regeat that what is needed is much subtlety,
If you don't know'gour victim of a pel of his it is perhaps bedter io
sit tighd and hope [or genbus to be recognized unaided.

- Vuar Iﬁﬂai“ pensio is bery nice indeed, and quite cheap for
Ligbon, for Faris, alse, it would be exhorpitant, We eat our breakfa st
in bed, .ond our lunchau and dirneis ol an awnlngad ‘terrascé. Thare is &
beautiful pes=-green bar to ratiro to after dinner, gnd a group of
internationel fellow pensioners who sre interes iﬂg to know, Unfortun=-
ately the- personel spdakes only. Portugege, which is® & language that
reminds me only of.a sick. Spuniard gargling Y"ero.;,nl;,r. The faet that 1

have.bdught & grammer book and ame. now studying it undoubtadlv 1nf1uoné'5

eces my opinion of the. languape.

-~ I went to.tea the day befirs V@&tﬁrﬂsy at theé home of a vnry
ehurm1.- rortugese lady who speaks fair Pnglish and exgéellent Prehch,
Her apartment is furnishedi with lovsly dirpctoire furniture that was
made ih fondon snd.:cemt to the home of the 1rndy's. famlly in the Azores
around IBUU She, who likes.the “reach better than 1.do, gebs ouite ~
hot eand botharad gbout.what ghe.calls their inexcus able’ conduet in 1240,

I, who celdom rugh to. thelv defense,did £o to come extent hecsnse 1
ub1nk the outside world hag a ﬁemd"ncv to ceeome-toc_vartuOuﬁly indie-
nant in their cosy armchairs, Acriesis is & erigig, ond it is so mapeh
eagier to say what should have been iche thin to do it vourself at the
time, .I'had no idea that people outgide ¥rance woro nurllng 80 ‘much
abouse. 2t that unfortunate- nation, aid am a 1litile ghockéd,

.Fhidinda Joneu is happy gs.a boid er a imovah bﬁcauoe
Jones' boss' wife , who X¥®® is a Franchwoman, asked he afber g fif«
tobdn minute conve“sat10n in Prench, _&hather i had ever been %to the
United States, Whee whaa. va *hn other hand, A_buve ﬁlHQSb_ﬂﬂmPleLely _
forgobten my -Spantsmy-— T v A "

? _hzs is a. rsmarkabl n0137 ultf as 4. think 1 have told
you before, but then it. is sLill Lra@ﬁusPecgally at this pamaﬁti when .
Two merehent: are scfeaming in compet.tion outside my window,. accomp=
anied by two. dogs and =2 slng1ng beggas, THE ladies who earry enornous
baskets of figh of %their heszd:c havo. 1pnrt1culur1v groasome cry that.
ends in a muted wall., ‘the theorv geerE to be That that sort of thing’
¢ncourages customers, And 1his.is suppeged fo be an unusuglly quied
quarter, sccerding. to the reccgnizeld J¢Luor1vlv° Of Lighbon, 1l long '
for the mo*orlebs streets of. raris, : e

. All of & gudden wight. ol nine. coyi g, of the Lew Yorker
nave ar;ivou.for us from V1ehy; Wh@l\i EUPLO.u.uhﬁj s.ent a very
plesssnt. winter all among fhe polibidians, We hayr reed them sll by
this time. L was pleased and ihtercited to see that vohn'g friend and
mine, Sprague deCamp, had writlena bok, which must. have been condiderad
fairly worthwodle if it was adverize ana roviewad in the lew Yorker,.
I should very much like to read it il ho e it was popvlery enough .
to be. sent over to the meagar b00k953”° here, Lhey aras. stocked only
with things 1like on' with the Wind =4 fha Rlﬁiﬁﬁ Raing Cdme ususlly,
I got.so tired of FXBL hﬂ@rlﬂg pnmla ask.Tor. GUTY and. the obher
one that I almest wented bto throw thel out of the Librery when, 1 was
working there,
F ' rlonsa don' b fovaet o &ita to us auitp.bftén,,bpc*usa
wa love it, =nd becauce we love., you. s 15 Wi, N '
. : _Your “anﬁerinthkllﬁron repregented by

r\L-.

\
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